1-2-3 Steps to Redefine Technology Use in Your

School: Creating a Community of Teacher- Learners
NAESP, New Orleans

April 4, 2009 Session feedback survey: CLICK, don’t type!:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Xb
BjhiLawj 2bR7jHa2At1Qqg 3d 3d

Your presenters: (Visit us in Booth 329)

Candace Hackett Shively, Director of K-12 Initiatives at TeachersFirst.com, Reston, VA
Boni Hamilton, Assistant Principal*, Lenski Elementary, Littleton, CO
* currently on sabbatical for her doctorate

This is a JUST IN CASE handout. The full workshop info and links are on the
workshop wiki at http://thinkteachworkshop.wikispaces.com/NAESP2009 or

http://tinyurl.com/NAESP
Download this handout electronically for easy ‘clicking” or for use at your school.

Objectives:
= Locate specific learner-centered resources for classroom use of technology as
a tool for active learning
= Envision and name ways to support and continue technology-based learning
with their own teachers to redefine technology's role as a tool for learning
= Share: Participate in an impromptu, technology-supported professional learning
community as a model to take back to their schools

Notes:
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Finding your way in TeachersFirst: What’s on the menu?

WMF“’St-m Classroom Professional What's Current What'sHot Kudos MyTF Search

Rezources
Ready-To-Go ;. Globetracker . Dates That Matter © The Interactive Raven: Puzzles
Wiieekly Brain Twisters

Classroom Menu:

Things for use in the classroom WITH students, BY students or as part
of lessons. Includes resources by subject/grade/keyword, entire units,
and ready-to-go activities for a projector, interactive whiteboard, or
classroom computer — single or cluster.

Clagssroom  Professional
Real Teachers

Staving Current

by Ideas, Your Ideas

What's Current What'sHot Kudos MyTF Search

Inforrmation to help vou work and grow as a teacher

Professional menu: Things to help teachers do their job more efficiently or become better

teachers. Includes handy “In the trenches” tools and timesavers as well
as “Staying Current” information on differentiating, reading in the
content areas, and more.

Classroom  Professional

What's Current What'sHot Kudos MyTF Search
This Week . wWeekly Updste : Feastured Sites © Question of the Week
Dates That Matter

Editor's blog

What's Current:

Content that changes regularly, including weekly Featured Sites,
Question of the Week, and the Editor’s blog.

Clazeroom  Professional

What's Curremt What'sHot Kudos MyTF Search
Hot Tech : TF Edge : Blogs © wikis
Timely Topics

Popular on TF

What's Hot:

Hot new technologies, trends, and topics currently in the media.
Includes latest “Favorites” on TF, blogs and wikis, and our popular TF
Edge: reviewed tools for safe use of web 2.0 in the classroom.
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Classroom Professional What's Current What'sHot Kudos My TF Search
Wiew Favarites
My Info . My Home Page ;. Edit
Log Ot |

Edit wour Home Page and Membership Info

My TF: Tools and information related to FREE TeachersFirst membership, a
real time-saver for busy teachers.

Classroom Professional What's Current What'sHot HKudos MyTF Search
SubjectiGrade
Keywvard
Fag
Search by subject & grade
Search: Just browsing for ideas? Use Subject/grade search

Looking for specific curriculum topics or grades?
Use Keyword Search — and read the search TIPS!

Free TeachersFirst membership: Save even more time

« See TF’s newest resources in your selected subject areas each time you log in

e sign up for weekly Update emails (with or without membership)

e Mark resources as “favorites” and “tag” them for use with specific units, subjects, or
sections you teach

« Display your favorite resources for a unit or subject simply by clicking the “tag”

e Share your practical suggestions with other teachers by "commenting” on resources.

e Make selected favorite resources available to students and parents on your custom-
built home page so they can access them from any computer, anytime.

e Access reviewed content quickly in TeachersFirst's advertising-free, safe environment

o Obtain special privileges on some web 2.0 tools as TF member

Notes:
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Permalink: copy/paste to send this

Anatomy of a TeachersFirst Review: review to someone by email. Great
Teacher-friendly reviews by experienced educator for building a community of teacher-
learners.
f Capitol Words - Grades 4 - 12 - permalink
This site provides a visual map of the words used every day by members of Congress, Students can see a map of Il
the U5, to check out how their skates compare in number of waords with other states, They can also enter their

state and pick out a specific lawmaker to see hisfher words on any given day. The . . .
cloud, where the most used words are the largest, and also in list form, Students Descrlptlon B InC|Udm_g any

lists, one of the most talkative, and one of the guietest lawmakers! When student content warnings or hidden gems
word in the word cloud, clicking on it leads to a graph of its past usage. This site regemrea—Tro=r P

TeachersFirst Toolbox page. 9570

In the Classroom:

Use this zlite when studving specific states and their Congressional representatives, It's also 3 great site fo use when
preparing studenits fo give speeches, Talk about whether the most popular words are overused oF showld be included
in speaches at alf Hres, Use this site as an anticinatory set o introduce 3 uwnit or lesson on governrment,

Have students create thelr own “word cloud” using 2 site such as Wordle (reviewed hrere by TeachersFirst),
Studenits colld creatg—ollinedia obha s fanie oeas balos Alod Choen e dete Waedlae ae o fnds Lo

whiteboard or project |n the Classroom: Practical ideas for ways to use this site, including lesson
formats, interactive whiteboard use, and extensions. Help teachers envision the
resource in the context of THEIR teaching situation.

TimeRime - Marijn Bom, Jady T T T

HEW f TeachersFirst Edge Entry: for moderately adventurous technology users, TimeRime.com allows you to view,
create, and share interactive timelines. Use this site to search for user-created timelines about Barack Obama, and
other past .5, presidents, the sound of Maotawn, the history of Coca-Cola, Modern Thai Politics, and countless ather
topics. Use the search options at the top or bottom of the page to narrow yvour search, There is also the option to
create your own unique timeling and share it by URL or by embedding in your class blog, wiki, or web page. To create
a timeling you MUST register at the site. This requires a username, passwaord, and your email address. The timelines
require Flash. You can get it from the TeachersFirst Toolbox page.

“Edge” reviews: Web 2.0
SR tools with longer reviews to

In the Classreom: |nC|Ude use Of the tOOIS

Skills Needad: If vou only plan to VIEW timelines, no extra skills are needed. If you plan to create 3 timeline, you Safely and within school
reqister. Regiztration requires a username, password, and emall address, To create 3 timeling, click on the Create ¥ l Include Skill
e Timeding fink and follow the step-by-step directions, You must apen the emall sent o your aocount (From polices. Incluae s
Timefime) before you can create your Hmeline, The emall docs not autarmatically "aopear. ™ So vou will want fo regis i
several hours for even the day before) vou wish fo use this fool with your students, needed’ Safety/securl_ty
concerns, and extensive

Satety/Security Concerns! You must register to create @ timeling, Reglstration requires a password and emall addres] « R ”

Tin: rather than using voury personal or work emnall, create 3 free Grall account to use far membershins, If vou plan pOSSIbIe uses” for these
have students register individually, You may want to create your own Gmail account with up fo 20 subaccounts for 4 usel’-created content sites:
group of students (by code narme or number) within your classes, Here Is a blog post that tells how to set up GMa)
subaccounts o use for any abding membership sorvice,

, o , , _ , Edge sites are well-suited for
Pozsible Uses: There are many wses for the already created timelines! use your inferactive whiteboard or projectar #
learn about the history of Motown during music class, research presidents and other farnous people, fearn about your early-adODterS or
hiztarical events, research ltorature, and move, Have students create timelines for research projects using Timesim _
Use this tool to make a timeline of yvour class’ school year for younger classes who are just learning the graphical teChnO Savvy teaCherS'
represantation of e, Create author biographies, animal life cycles, or tmelines of events and causes of wars, Cred Encourage grOWth for all
hizstorical time line, scanhing old pictures or using copvright free images from the Library of Congress Armerican Mern) t h
Coffection, Other ideas: artists, musicians, writers from a certain period in history, the twentieth century in diferent] your eachers.
countries, Waorld War IT timeling, Civil War timeline, timeline of insect stages, tmeline of the rock cvcle, of 3 plant or
tree, Hmeline or iife cycle of migratary animals, personal timelines-- sulftable far younger students only I they work . .
3 teacher acoount, Have them create a timeline of the plat of @ hovel, interspersed with the ways themes appear Edge reviews show in all
throughout the novel, If vou read Dickens, be SURE o create a Hmaline of the many intertwined charactors, such a4 i i
Estella and Do in Great Expoctations! If vou teach chermistry, have students create Mustratod sequonces explaining approprlate SUbJeCtS AND
axidation or reduction for both), Elermentary students could even interview grandoarents and create a clazs timeline under What's Hot menu.
about thelr grandparents’ generation for Grandparents” Day., For colfaboration, ok up with another classroom I ano

towen (for another country) fo build & time line that shares events in each focal area so students can sec what was
happening at the same time In another location, mavbe in the opposite hermizphere (compare weather and seasonsi)
In world language classes, have students create 3 timeline of their farnily in the language to master vocabulary about
refatives, jobs, and more (and verb tenses!). The possibilities are endless )
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Creating an online “Learning Community” for your school
= Both F2F and “just in time” sharing are key
= Model it, model it, model it
= Choose the tool and stick with it

Notes:

One possibility: A staff wiki

Free, advertising-free wikispaces for K-12 educators:
http://www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers

Learn more about wikis and different wiki tools from the Wiki Walk-Through:
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/wiki/

The wiki for this impromptu community:
http://thinkteachworkshop.wikispaces.com/NAESP2009
Log in using your assigned number, ex. NAESPO1 for both username and password

ONLY ONE person can edit the wiki at a time, if |& Untitled Document - Mo.. uuu
you do not use log-ins!

| E bt A teachersfirst.comfpermapop. cfm?id=

SHARE: (in a wiki OR in email) “

H H ; . H iz the direct link to =h thi iew,
COpy/paStlng the permaﬂnk toa TF review: F?:i ';:fee ?:c\ ql:::hepn,l ;:.d ;asst;::iis :_SIRrESi::DrC:an:;Ea";'I
Ctr|+C to COPY ot place it on your web page or blog so0 others can

read this TeachersFirst reviaw:

CTrl+V (for VELCRO) to “stick it there”
Be sure to annotate your “find”

tp: / Serener teachersfirst.com)|
/single.cfm?id=9679

Close window

Copy/Pasting the actual resource URL.:

“I Thiz site requires FLASH. Get it from the TeachersFirst Toolbox page
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Some questions when organizing your wiki/sharing:
See an example:

Lenski Elementary Wiki (Boni Hamilton's school): http://tied2lenski.wikispaces.com/

How might you implement a community of teacher/learners to change the way
technology is seen and used in YOUR school?

How can you make sharing a teacher-friendly process for just-in-time PD?

What are some ways you can provide positive feedback and/or incentives (extrinsic

motivation always welcome)?

How will you address a wide range of technology users?

TeachersFirst www.teachersfirst.com (FREE, ad-free service from a non-profit since 1998)
The Source for Learning http://www.sourceforlearning.org Non-profit parent company of TeachersFirst
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